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Which may be ſcrviceable alſo to others to guard them againſt 
Error—to eRtabliſh chem in the preſent Truth, ard excite 
them to the Proſecution of their Duty and bek Intereſt. 
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There are two Cauſes of Atheijpy : — The ase is the Fear of 
an Aﬀter-R«ckoning for a wicked: Life ;—and the other is the 
Pride and Vanity of appearing greater and. wiſer than other 


Mea. | 
Dr. GaftrelPs Certainty of the Chriſtian Revelation, 
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Knowledge is a Diadem to a young Perſon, and a Chain k 
Gold about his Neck. An Arabian Proverb. | 


He chat walketh with the Wiſe, ſhall be wiſe : Bat a Com- 
panion of Fools ſhall be deſircyed. 405 


The Wiſe lay up Kaowledge : But the Mouth of the Fool - 
iſh is near DeftruRion, 


It thou be Wiſe, thou ſhalt be Wiſe for thyſelf : But if hos 
ſcorneſt, thc 2 alone ſhalt bear it. 
| Proverbs of the inſpired Solomon. 
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My beloved Young People, of this no mean, but reſpec- 


table, City, 


good part, as coming from an aged gentleman, who 
writes it, as though death would call him away, "while 
de is writing it * | 

There is a moſt fad and forrowful complaint, which 
JI have heard from grave and conſiderate perſons, con- 
cerning the youth of this town, that they are growing, 
and even grown, too many of them, very corrupt and 
vicious in ſentiment and practice: and this, as I am 


ROM a deep and anxious concern for your 
welfare and happineſs, I now fit down ſolitary 
and penſive to write to you a friendly and 


faithful leiter; which I hope you will take in 


told, is too apparent from their diſorderly, looſe, pro- 


ſane and vicious manner of ſpeaking and acting, not on- 
| ly 
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» Hoe animo tibi hane epiſtolam ſeribo tarquam, cum 
Waxime ſcribentem, mors evocatura fit, SIC, epiſt, 62: 
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y in the families to which they belong, but even in the 
very ſtteets of the city. It is a ſhame and a baſe te- 
proach, that ſuch a thing can be ſaid, and that it ran- 
not be refuied or denied. 
One great reaſon of this depravation of the youth 
may be front within themfelves For although vain 
mortals would be thought to be wiſe z they are born 
like the wild Ajs's colt: and as that ſnuffeth up the , 
end; ſo theſe readily ſnuff up error and tolly : and, 
as fooliſhneſs is bound up in their bearts ; ſo the imagi- 
mation of the thuught of their hearts is evil only conli- 
aually. 
Some, I am ſenſible, are not willing to admit this for 
a truth, that, ſince he original lapſe, = is ſuch a cor- 
ruption of human nature. But they would have it, that 
the human race are born as clean as white paper, and 
are as apt and ready to receive good as dad mprefliong 
on them: which opinion, if it be true, it muſt follow, 
that the ſctip ural doQtrine. of the corruption of human 
nature, and of original ſin, muſt be falſe. But ſurely 
they ate in the wrong, who thick fo ; and they do not 
diſcover their diſcretion or gocdneſs in ſay ing it. 
However, there are underſtanding perſons, and as 
underſtanding as any modern pretenders. to wiſdom, 
who have declared and teſtified in favor of this doctrine: 
and, while ſome of theſe have been Pagans they have 
afferted this very truth delivered in the facred writings.” 
And, if Our modern wiſe men will pay no regard to the 
| holy writings as to this matter, ſurely they ought to 
Hew fome _ telpet to thole knowi g and enlightened 
Pagans, who have ſeen further than themſelves. | 
Now not only have the Pagan poets ſung, from my 
own ſenſibility of their natural inclination to evil; 
ways tend to what is forbidzen ; ; anJ we difire ths 


things that are denied us; as 6 ſick man hangs over the 
forbidden 


1 

forbidden waters : I when I bebold better things, ap- 
prove of them ; but I follow worſe :*ﬀ— And again, we 
are doci e. or very teachable, to imitate wicked things f 
And the learned orators and hiſtorians amung the Pa- 
gans, have ſeen add felt, and borne witneſs to it, that 
from ſome native taint and indiſpoſition, chi/drex, even 
from their very birth, are prone to be lying and bypocri- 
dical. 

And hence that keen and judicious ſatytiſt Javenal, 
wiſely admoniſhes, that nothing fi thy ought to be ſeen or 
heard within the threſho/ds, wherein there is à boy: 
for, as he adds, the greateſt reverence io a boy is due. 

You will not therefore wonder, that I mention the 
vices and wickedneſs of young people as proceeding 
from their native corruption; when, together with the 
teſtimonies of the holy writings to this, we have human 
authority unacquainted with them to bear one out in it: 
Aad beſides, from what we daily ſee and experience, we 
may be ſatisfied concerning the truth of it. 

Another reaſon of the prevalence of vice and wick- 
edneſs among our young prople, kas been the ſhameful 
neglect and careleſneſs of parents with reſpect to their 
polterity. The children and young people of this ci- 
ty have for a conſiderable number of years, been left in 
a manner to themſelves : whence they have been for- 
ward' te ſpeak and act in a looſe, unreſtrained, and li- 
centious manner, to the diſcredit of their parents and 
the diſrepute of the place of their abode. Aad as they 
have been-indulged very much to walk in the way of 
tbeir own hearts ;, hence they have been ſtroling after 
any Ignorant, idle, and conceited Vagrants, that have 


come 
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come among us, and attending on their erroneous, falſe, 
and miſchievous effuſions : and, by theſe means, they 
have been entangled in hurtful errors, they have con- 

trated bad habits, and gone on in their evil ways. 


It was enjoined on the ancient people of GOD, that 
they ſhould teach the divine will and laws diligently to 


their children ; or, as it is in the original of Deut. vi. 7, 
thou ſhalt ſharpen them upon them, that is, by frequent 
and ſeaſonable inſtructions and counſels. And it is the 
divine direction to chriftianized parents to bring up their 
children in good civil rules and moral inſtructions, and 
under a good diſcipline, and in putting them in mind of 
be LORD, who has made them and bought them with 
8 price; who has given laws to them, who has. ſet the 
deſt exainple before them, and to whom they are ac- 
countable as a Lord and a Judge : For that appears ta 
be the comprehenſive meaning of the direction from the 
LORD of all, in Ephel. vi. 4. | 
But, if parents have been negligent of their duty, and 
unfaithful to their truſt z our divine Law-giver, Lord 
and Judge, ſhould be heard,and his requirements ought 
to be regarded and obeyed ; come, ye children, hearkes 


to me: I will teach you the fear of Jebo vab: keep thy ; 


tongue from evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking guile : de- 
part from evil and do good : ſeek peace and purſue it: 
abbor that which is evil in principle and practice, abbor 
it as. Styx; and cleave to that which is good in ſenti- 
ment, choice and conduct. . 

And further, there is yet another reaſon for the preva⸗ 
lence of erroneous ſentiments, and hence evil diſpoſi · 
tions and manners among our people, of which ſome 
intimation has already been given: and this is, that, for 
ſome time paſt, there has been a ſucceſſion of unlcarned 
and anſt able perſons coming among us, who have crepe 
inte houſes and infiguated their idle fancies and wrong 


* 


notions, and who have been ſo aſſuming and vain as in 
a public way to endeavour the propagation of them. And 
ſome of them have been tamely ſuffered to be laviſh and 
very abulive in their cenſutes on wiſer and better per- 
ſons than themſelves z which ought by no means to have 
been ſuffered : for it is quite umeaſonable, that any 
ſhould be allowed publicly to ſlander and rail, on pre- 
tence of maintaining their ſingular opinions in religion : 
and their doing ſo affords ſufhcient reaſon for ſuſpicion, 
that their opinions are ill founded; as they put them 
on uſing ſuch methods for ſupporticg them: for ul 
does not want and require any ſuch methods for its ſup- 
port and recommendation, Nor dees the time want 
any ſuch help er ſuch defenders of religion as theſe. 
Now, among theſe erroneons principles, that have 
been introduced into our notice, and with which ſome 
young perſons have been injeRed z it may not be amiſs, 
but proper and adviſeable, to mention the following 
ones; and at the {ane time o guard thele young per- 
ſons againſt them. | 
Gone of theſe wrong and hurtful notions is, that GOD 
is the author of all human adliens; 2nd hence he is e 
principal cauſe of all the fin in the world. Whether the 
- moſt holy GOD be ſo by a neceſſitating decree, or 
by deſignedly /aying before men ſuch otyefs as ſhall 
hive a neceſſitating influence and efficacy on them, it 
amounts to the lame thing. This is a very dire'ul 
opinion: it is directly contrary to the moſt folema and 
expreſs declarations ut the Divine Majeſty concerning 
himſelf in the holy writings : and, as a very pi-vs and 
learned writer obſerves very juſtlv, ſcripture and chris 
ſanity, and all religion and conſcience is overthrown by 
10 JW B Wherefore 
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Wherefore I would by all means counſel, and if 1 
could pe ſuade you, not ts ſuffer ſuch a vain and ba- 
rardous tbought to be entertained, or allowed ts (edge 
within you : for it is ſabverfive of all religion, virtue, 
and morality : it prepares for the commiſſion of all 
manner of immoral, vicious and wicked actions; and it 
furniſhes them, who commit them, with an excuſe, 
though it is a very poor and falſe one, for their com- 
miſſion of them. 

Another of theſe wrong tenets is, that if reaſon and 
revelation ſhould thwart, the preference ſhould be given 
to the former : for this ſeems to have been the intent 
and meaning of the queſtion that was publicly propoſed 
for a diſcuſſi:in, to wit, if reaſon and revelation eu A 
differ, which is to be principaily regarded ? 

Tou may ſafely depend on it, my dear young ones, 
that there is net one dofirine of the Chriftian re igion ag 
it is laid down in the ſacred writirgs, that is contrery 
to reaſon : though there are ſome ſublime iruibs in it, 
tht are above buman reaſon. And, as to theſe, certain- 
ly buman reaſon ought to truckle to the divine teſtima» 
ny concerning them: and they, who pre'iume t ſay 
otherwiſe, are more fit to be ſent to a houſe for mani- 
acks. than to be allowed to go at large to the diſqui- 
eting and confounding of honeſt and well- mear-ing per- 
ſons, by their unprofitable, proud, and vais diſputes 
and jenglings. 

And I take leave to beſeech you, youre ones of the 
city of my people. not to {uffer yourſelves 1 be beguil- 
ed and entangled by ſuch layers in wait to deceive If 


Ve have the divine teflimeny in the ſacred vritivgs ; 26 


there are the ſtrongeſt evidences o believe that we have, 
#bis teftimony ovght to be received with the bigbeſt de- 
feterice and the moſt profound fubmifſinn by us: and 
we ought to ike beed ond beware of all tbeſe je (*n5, 
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whether domeflic or foreign deceivers, who would have 


us to be wiſe above and beyond what is written, and 


even in diſparagement of it, and a diametrical oppoſi- 
tion to it : for heir folly, as well as injolence, will toons 
er or later, be made manifef to all men. 

But, to proceed. There is another evil tenet and ve- 
ry dangerous opinion diſſeminated among our young 
people, namely, that all men will be Javed ; as ſome 
aſſert, without anv puniſhment at all; or, as orbers chuſe 
to have it, that tbe wicked, after their undergoing an 
anwierable puniſhment for a ſeaſon, ſball then be made 
bappy forever: and thus, according to theſe, all man- 
kind will, in due ſeaſon, be forever happy. - 0 

This notion has of late, unleſs I am very much miſta- 
ken, been fully confuted by a fair collection of teſtimo- 
nies from the ſacred writings, and a proper care to 
new the genuine intent and meaning of thoſe teſtimoy 
nies. mY ; 

It is not therefore my deſign to do a thing that has 
been already accompliſhed. But, as I am deſirous to 
guard my young fellow-citizens againſt ſuch dangerous, 

as well as falſe poſitions, I would therefore offer the 
following ſeatiments to your ſerious conſideration z not 
as having any deſign or inclination to exerciſe any domi- 
nion over your underſtandings or faith; but with a view 
fo belping forward your rational and virtuous joy. | 

The bleſſed G0) has gracioully diſcovered his be- 
ne volence and paternal kindneſs by ;breatening puniſh- 
ment before he inflicts it on ſinners ; and this is a ſure 
fign, that he bas no pleaſure in their deſtruction: tor if 


he delighted in the perdition of men, it is probable that - 


he would ſend the puniſhment before he threatened it. 
Before Jehovah was reſolved to deſtroy Sodom, with its 
invirons,tbe cry of them was waxen great before Jehovah : 
and therefore be ſent meſſengers to deitroy it. It ap- 
c Bs pears, 
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and eternally happy. This 
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pears, that the divine mercy inclined and perſuaded 


um to ſpare the vile wretches ; and be cry of their 
Ins importuned and urged to puniſh them: and, as 
the -pious Salvian notes upon it, GOD would thus 
prove to us, that he was unwilling that they ſhould pe- 
41 but they entorted it from bim, that they ſhould pe- 
T7 . - o 


- And we may remark in like manner with refpet to 


the future and eternal puniſbment of the diſbelieving 
and impenitent workers of iniquity. The moſt holy 
and merciful GOD is not deſitous ard willing to inflit 
it, But their hardineſs in infidelity and vice, and their 
impenitence of heart call aloud for the wengeance of 
eternal fire to become their portion; as it is divinely 
#hreatened againſt them, to deter them from bringing it 
on them. 1 ; | 
But although this doftrine of a fulure and endleſs 


Puniſbment for faithleſs and impenitent tranigteſſors is 


certainly a truth divinely revealed; yet many are loth 
to receive it; and rather. than they will admit of it, 
they will tura Deifts and renounce divine revelation. 
But it may be proper for ſuch to conſider of that mo- 
mentous queſtion, to which all the angels of Heaven 
Cannot give a definitive anſwer, bow Hall they efcape 
abo neglet ſo great ſalvation ? 

There are ſome who have not run to ſuch a hazard- 


dus length as this. But however, from ſome plauſible 


Pleas in favor of the univerſal ſalvation of finners ; 
they have been inclined to think, either that they will. 
not be puniſbea at all hereafter z or that, after an anut- 
Jerable puniſhment for a ſeaſon | they ſhall be finally 


—— 
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® Salvian, De Gubernatione, Dei. Lib. 1. p. 29+ 
+ lgni: infemalls non oft purgaterius, ſed punitorin. 
Tertullian. ; 
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This opinion, like the Trojan borſe,however goodly if 
may appear to many, is big with woes: it with infidi- 
ous ſilence carries in it and with it jfirebrands, arrows and 
death, and remedileſs deſtruftion. And it is ſuppoſed, 
that ſome recent miſchiefs have ariſen from the embra- 
eing of this opinion. And, if it be fo, ſurely it muſt bo 
very good lo gain and enj iy benefit from the madneſs of 
others * And happy are they, who learn to be wary from 
the dangers of others. | 

But, as it is not right lenity, but impiety, to be dumbF 
on ſuch an occaſion z my young tellow-citizens there- 
fore will excuſe me for breaking ſilence to prove the 
eternity of bell torments ; not from the direct teſtimonies 
of ſcripture afferting it, which have been already pro- 
duced ; but from a ſeries of reaſons deduced from the 
ſacred writings, which are worthy of a eloſe conſidera» 
tion, and which may more eaſily be cavilled at, than an: 
ſwered to ſatisfaction. | | 

T he perpetual duration then of 1he divine anger a- 
gainft the wicked and impenitent may ve taken into our 
co ſidęratiun. While Sheſe are in the preſent life and 
world, they may become, by Ancere repentance and 
converſion, inſtead of the cbildren of wrath, the children 
of grace and ſalvation. But ia the place of torments » 
and miſeries, there is no likelihood, that ſuch a change 
will take place: and hence the anger of ihe Lord in the 
effects of it muſt abide on the wicked : for as Salvias 
truly remarks, ihe anger of the divinity is the puniſhmenty 


of 


K 
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* Optimum eff aliena inſania ſrui Pliny, Falix guers 

faciunt, G 
+ Ad bee mutum efſee, non eff lenitas, ſed impietar. 
: Eraſmi Zei. 
La off divinitatis pane. peccentis. Ms 
Salvian de Gabzramt. Dei. lib. i. p. 24 
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\ of tbe offending : and as this anger is juſtly entindled 

will burn to the loweſt ball: for Tophet is ordained of 
od ; —the pile thereof is fire and much wood: and the 
breath of Jebovab, like a iream of brimſtone, doth kiu- 
le it. As long therefore as tbe breath of the holy and 
bleſſed God will entindle it, it muſt ſurely remain and 
burn from his anger. | | 
Another thing, that may ſerve to confirm this doctrine 
is the account which is given us concerning the rich man 
and Lazarus, in the xvi. chap. of Luke's goſpel. In 
this account Abra bam tells the rich man, that between 
s and you there is à great gulpb, or chaſm, fixed: ſa 
* tha! they who would paſs from hence to you cannot ; 
' Britber can they paſs to us, that would come from thence, 
Here then the father of the faithful teflifies, that they 
who are in the place of torments, cannot paſs to the 
place of the bleſſed, however deſirous they may be of 
doing ſo, And there is another thing beſides, to be 
| remarked from the ſame account; which is, that the 
rieb man deſires Abra bam to ſend to bis father's bouſe ; 
| for, ſays he, 1 have five brethren ; and let the meſſenger 
ſent, teflify to then left they alſs come into this place of 
torment. Whence, it appears, that he was afraid of his 
' drethren's coming to bim, to increaſe and aggravate bis 
 Formenis ; and he had no hopes of coming out from his 
mier y. 
| , Again. The ſutting of the door againſt the fooliſh 
{| Impenitent tranſgreſſors, of which we read in Matt, xxv. 
10, intimates this truth: And ie eternal duration of 
Ibeir wretchedneſs may be fairly inferred from it. If by 
te gate here, we underſtand the gate of grace and mer- 
cy, of indulgence and allowance for the exerciſe of & 
| penitent faith and hope, and the obtainment of conſola - 
tion; and bis gate is ts be ſbut at the judgment of the 
| great day; how sag the impenitent, faithleſs and * 
| | 1 2 | ed, 
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ed, and righteoufly condemned ones, go forth from their 
place of confinement and their ſtate of mifery ? For 
there is not the leaſt iutimation, that be ut gate will 
ever be opened, in any part of the holy writings, Who 
then will pre ſume to ſay that it will be ? 

And again. From the ſentence paited on the rightes 
ous and wicked, at the coming of eur Lord and Judge, 
and the following execution of the ſame upon them, of 
which we read at the latter end of the 25th of Maibew's 
goſpel ; we may form a juſt concluſion, that be pu- 
niſßment of the wicked will be eternal: For why ſhould 
not the everiafting puniſhment of the wicked, to which 


they are ſentenced, be eternal, as well as the eternal life 


be ſo, to which ihe righteous are ſentenced ? And in- 
deed, we have the divine teſtimony of old, concurring 
with this, in Dan. xii. 2, Many of them that fleep in tbe 
&uft of the earth, all awake ; ſome to everlaſting life; 
and ſome to ſbame, and everlaſting contempt. Now what 
reaſun can be given, that Ihe puniſbmert, the ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt, of the wicked, ſhould be circum- 


feribed and limited, any more than that ihe life and bap- 


pineſs of the righteous and wiſe, ſhould be ſo? No good 
reaſon can be offered from the words themſelves for 


the ſupport of any ſuch notion. 


Beſides, there is no reaſon to think, that the wicked 


and impenitent. condemned and puniſhed. tranſgreffors- 


will ever repent in the place of darkneſs and miſery : 
For we have no expreſs declaration, nor encouraging hint 


of any ſuch thing in the book of God. How then can 


the yufily condemned and puniſhed offenders but remain 
per petualiy miſerable ? There is no diſcovery afforded 
to us, that be means of converſion will be granted to 


them, who are in the place of torments 3 and that they 
will be hl-fſed to them, fo as to bring them to exerciſe 


repentance towards God, which is repentanre to life. As 
| 5 therefore 
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Hherefore we know not of any other way to be opened 
to them, for obtaining life apd ſalvation z how then can 
they find life and happineſs ? Indeed they can never, 
as we can learn, find it. 

Once more, We have ſome reaſon to thiok, from 
ſome-intimations in the word of CHRIST, that the 49- 
fire of bappineſs in-the impenitent and puniſhed tranſgreſ- 
fers, and their wiſh for à diſmiſion from pain and miſery, 
wil be fruſtrated: For it is clearly and fully intimated 
and ſuggeſted to us, of ſuch hardened and puniſhed tranſ- 
greſſors, that they ſhall defire and ſeek death, or extincti- 
on from being, and ſhall net find it: So then, if they de- 
fire death, ind wiſh to be annihilated, that ſo they may 
have an end put to their puniſhment z there is reaſon 
to judge, that their deſire and wiſh will be in vain : For 
why ſhould GOD, the righteous Judge, comply with 
the wiſhes of them, that are abhorrent from him and 
Eontrary to his holy nature and perfect will? 

Add further. It may be argued, that ihe wicked and 
impenitent will be eternally puniſhed from the holiceſs and 
righteouſueſs of this deity. As Cod is glorious in holi- 
neſs ; He is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and can- 
not look upon iniquity. He cannot then hane pleaſure in 
twickedneſs ; nor can evil dwell with Him: For as He 
bates and abbors all the workers of iniquity ; He wil! not 
ſuffer them to Rand in his /ght, but will forever baniſh 
them from his preſerce. And as God is angry with the 
Wicked every day here, if they turn not, He will whet bis 
ſword : And, as He has prepared fer them the inſtru- 
ments of death, He will ſurely employ them againit them, 
And, as bis beline/ſs demands, that He ſhould do ſo; 
it may be thought, that, on that occaſion, ſaints and an- 
ge's will ſirg. Who ſhall not fear Thee and g'orify Thy 
game? For Thou art boly — And the righteouſneſs o d 
@p pears to call for their eternal puniſhment : As tts 

| . | puniſhment 
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puniſhment will be a manifef toben of the righteous 
jredgment of GOD : for it is certainly 4 righteous thing 
with GOD to recompence direful and perpetual tribula- 
tion to them who will not be conformed to his holy 
nature and will. And, when it is inflicted on them, 
the whole intelligent creation will unite in ſaying, righe 
teous art thou, O LORD, who hath judged thus, and 
executed judgment on ſuch atrocious offenders. But 
forme may inquire, where is the mercy of GOD in this 
affair ? And it may be anſwered, if hes who have eu- 
ed no mercy to their poor and ſuffering neighbours, ball 
bave judgment without merey, as it is divinely teſtified in 
James xi. 13, well may judgment prevail without merey 
agaiaſt thoſe who have been impious and unjuſt, az well 
as unch2-itable, and who continue impenitent to the 
end in their iniquities and crimes. And, as there is xs 
reſpe of perſons with GOD, may it not be reaſonably 
thought and expected, that be till render to every mas 
according to bis deeds 3 to them who, by 4 patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, ſeek for glory and bonor and im- 
mortality, eternal lite; and to them that are contentious 
and obey not the truth, but obey unright eouſneſs. indig ua- 
tion and wrath; and hence tribulation and anguiſh. u 98 
every ſoul of man that doth evil: And our apoſtle wiſely 
quires and judiciouſly anſwers, in Rom. iii, 5 and 6, 
is GOD wunrighteous, who taketh vergeance? By no 
means: for, how then ſhall GOD judge the wor d? 
And as to thoſe who ſay, let us do evil, that good may 
come the {ame apoſtle informs us, that their damnation - 
or the judgment and puniſhment on them, is just. 
Furthermore : It ſeems to be very apparent from 
ſacred writ, that, at the cloſe of things here below, ell 
will be fixed and confirmed in the ſtate wherein hey will 
be found at our Lord's coming to judgment: for, as 
It is ſaid, let the bee aud boly be holy and righteous 
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Kill; it is alſo declared, let tbe wnjuft and f/thy be un- 
juſt and filthy ſtill. It muſt therefore be qui e fit and 
right, that ſuch as are continuing and confirmed in filthi - 

_ neſs and unrighteouſneſs, will de continued and confir- 
med in their puniſhment for the ſame forever: for, the 
cauſe remaining, the effect will not ceaſe. 

Moreover, from {he /ociety with which they are con- 
nected, who leave the world in a wicked and impeni- 
tent ſtate, we may rationally conclude, that their pu- 
niſhment will be eternal, Now it is certain, that they 
will be ordered to depart accurſed into tbe everlaſiing 
fire prepared for the devil and bis angels. Abd we have 
no reaſon to expect, from any thing that is contained in 
the ſacred writings, that the devils will be ever r7e/caſed 

| from their puniſhment : and, if they muſt ſuffer tbe 
| eternal puniſhment to which they are doomed, what rea- 
fon can there be, that they who will be ſentenced to de- 
part along with them into the ſame puniſhment. ſhould be 
diſmiſſed from their puniſhment ? Surely no good reaſon 

can be aſfigied for it. 
Theſe. are ſome of the reaſons, and others beſides 
theſe might be offered, from the ſacred writings, for 
evidencing it, that the punifoments of the future ſtate, 

| for the wicked and impenitent, will be eternal, 
| But it may be ſaid, what is all this to thoſe who 
pay no regard to the teſtimonies of divine revelation ; nor 
to the fair and juſt reaſonirgs from that revelation ? 

Deiſts and Infidels may try to bring you, our dear 
young ones, to do as they themſelves have fooliſhly 
done, te make ſhipwreck of faith and a good conſcience, 
and even fall into the ſame condemaation with theme 
lelves. | | 

It is however to be hoped, that you will not be overs 
come, nor much influenced by them. And, io order 
to guard you againſt their devices and attempts, 2 
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ther in the way of deceirfnl, though plauſible, reaſonings, 
or in the way of burleſque and ridicule ; I thall lay be- 
fore you the ſentiments of ſome knowing perſons, who 
were Pagans in favor of a future ſtate of exiſtence, and 
the puniſhments to be inflig ed in it on ſuch as are wick- 
ed and incorrigible offenders. 

lt was the judgment of the Pythagoreens, and it was 
aright taught by them, that we are placed in the preſent 
world by the Deity as centinels on our ftation, and for 
doing the duty of it; and that we may not depart from 
it without the conſent of the great General, even the 
bleſſed GOD. And they thus clearly conveyed their 
minds, that mankind, being ſent into the world by Gop, 
are accountable to him for their conduct in it; that the 
children of men are not here at their own option, whe- 
ther they will ſtay here, or deſert from their ſtation 
without a divine order; that they have no right to ruſh. 
into the divine preſence without a divine call : and, if 
they will gevertheleſs do fo, they mult expect to anſwer 
and to ſuffer for it. 

There is an elegant Latin poet, by name Proper tins, 
who has plainly delivered it as his thought, that by dying, 
all is not quite finiſhed with us: for ibere are yet manes ; 
and they are ſumeibing in reality.® And he thus fairly 
owns, that there is not an utter end of human beings at 
their death: but they ſtill ſubſiſt; their manes remain. 

In order to your underſtanding of ibis, it may be ob- 
ſerved, the Pagans had learned that, beſides their natu- 
ral, groſs body, they had a ſoul in @ ſpiritual ſubſtance. 
This was called by them «mbrs, or a ſhade, and effigies 
or reſemblance : they are called fo by Virgil: and the 

ſame was called by the Chaldeans, eidolon. And this 
| C 2 ' was 
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Was thought to be a partaker-of the qualities 5 Jeth + 

And, as it was judged to bind the toul to the body, it 

was ſuppoled to ſubjet it to gorporealt appelites. 

This en! and ſpirit, at leaving the body by dying, 

were the mancs, which Propertius mentions ; and which f 
are oſten mentioned, not only in the writings of eminent 

Pagans, but very frequently on ſepulcbral monuments, 

nd as theſe were jadged to be exiſtent realities, they 
were alle thought by the Pagans to be exiſting in comfort 
or miſery according to their conduct and behaviours in 
the preſent world. 
So, among theſe Pagans, the fears and terrors about 
death and tbe conſequences of it, as they do not appear to 
| Have ariſen from the written revelation of -GOD, there- 
fore ſeem to have been iraparted to them from the dic- 
ftates of natore and the imprefiens of nature's GOD. 
| And, among the inſtances of theſe, you will allow me 
to produce wo that are deſerving of your notice; one 
of them was a celebrated philoſopher : and another was 
a Roman emperor ; and to theſe we may add a bird, 
who was a modern and an eminent counſellor. 

The famous philoſopher was Epicurus, who, accord- 
ing to Cetia's account of him, although he was openly 
a deſpiſer and ridiculer of all ſuperſtitious notions and 

Jears, yet was a moſt timorous creature: zever, ſays 
Cotta, + have ] ſeen any one, who more feared thoſe 
#bings, that be denied as ts be feared, death, I ſay, and 
the Gaps. From which account it clearly appears, that 
de was afraid of dying, and rendering an account io th: 
Gods of his conduct and actions. 

. The emperor to be mentioned by us, is Tiberius, 2 
very deceitful and wicked man, with whom it was an 
eſtabliſhed . that be who knows not to diſſemble, 
KNOWS 
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knows not how to reign. This man had very high fears 
and amazing terrors within him from the apptehenſion 
of his miſdemeanors and crimes, and the much to be 
dreaded conſequeaces of them. There is a confeſſion 
of his in a eller to the ſenate, wherein he writes, may 
all the Gods and Goddeſſes deſtroy me worſe than I daily 
perceive myſelf to periſh. —U pon which paſſige Tacitus, 
the Roman hiſtorian, takes occaſion to remark, that i 
the minds of tyrants were laid open there might be beheld 
Brokes and butcherings within them * And, it we may 
believe Juvenal, ſuch a for! of perſons anticipate the 
late torments of Hell , and their conſcious mind ſuffers 
their manes ; i. e. their conſcious mind unJergoes the be- 
ginaing of thoſe ſorrows, which their manes are to ſuf- 
fer. And well indeed may ſuch rephaim. which is 
the term ever and anon uſed for them in the ſacred 
writings ; well may ſuch mighty and wicked tyrants and 
#ppreſſors fear and-trembie : for the ce ebtrated Grecian 
poet, Homer. has acquainted us, that kings and tyrants . 
will be forever tormented in Hell. 1 

And the third and laſt ialtance that I ſhall produce, 
was a confiderable counſelier, who is called in Latin, Val- 
ks, and may have the name Vall belonging to him in 
French and Engliſh ; upon whom Goveanss wrote a Las 
tia diſtich, which I have thus rendered ia Engliſh : 

To deep cells Vall, at thunder ſwiftly flies; 
For in ſuch cells, he thinks no GOD there is. F 

And why was he fo fearful ? He was conſcious to it, 
that he had fende i his Maker. ind he was afraid that the 


diſpleaſure of bis Maker would. firike him ia an mo on 
8 — But 
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hut are they your great wretches only, that, from 
_ Uhufing and acting amiſs, have ſuch fears and terror: 
| ogiating their minds? By no means! This is the caſe 
| allo of other atrocious tranſgreſſors. Cicero tells us, in 
| one place, that ¶e wicked man, as be fears, is all pro- 


wifcuous : and when be ceaſes thus to fear, be will be 


lite himſelf + And, in another oration, he aſſures us, that 
every one's fraud and his own terror greatly nexes bim: 
#he wickedneſs of any one agitates bim, and affecis biin 
with madneſs : his own thoughts, and the conſciouſneſs 
of bis cxon mind, are à terror to bim: theſe to the im- 
Pious, are domeſtical and affiduous furics F How un- 
happy then are they who are conſcious to heir evil do- 
' Ings ? It is hence a proverb of Paganiſm, Animo con- 
feto nil miſerius, nothing is more miſerable than a con- 
ſcious mind, i. e. to its own miſcunduct. | 
In the recital of theſe things, eſpecially concernin 
= the Pagans, and from Pagan authors, | have not recited 
= eumingly deviſed fables, but only biſtorical truths, and 
© - real and undoubted facts. | 

f But, long before any of theſe things of later ages, 
Zopbar the Arabian, deſcribing the ſtate and portion of 
the wicked, relates ibis as a conſiderable part of his 
err in Job xx. 25. terrors are upon him. 


pon which a learned and ingenious writer has well 


Furies ſeize bim: and what are theſe terrors, adds he, 
when bis breath is out of bis body ? Surely the punifh- 
ments of ibe future world.“ The Greeks aſſigned to tbe 
Furies the office of driviog wicked ſouls to Erebus, or 
Hell. | By 
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- And the ſame ingenious author, commenting upon 
theſe words, in Job x. 5 and 6. O that GOD would 
open bis lips againſt thee, and ſhew thee he lecrers of 


wiſdom, that they are double to that, which is; knw 
therefore that GOD exafleth of thee leſs than thine int- 
guity deſerveth; has obſerved, that by be ſecrets of wife 
dem, we are to underſtand tbe puniſhments of 1he ful ure 
world, which are ſecreis to us ai preſent, | 

Ic has however been repreſeated to us, that thefe fe- 
erets of wiſdom, thoug not dilcuvered by external eve. 
lation to the Pagans ; yet were ſo apprehended and 
realized by them, as to have a conliderable influeace on 
them, and greatly to alarm and terrify them. 

And beſides, as the events of Providence are pro- 
miſcuous in the preſent liſe : for the wicked are often 
een to be proſperous, gay and apparently happy in 
this world; while the conſcientious, ſober, honelt and 
pious, are afflicted and forrowful : ibe/e events have cer- 
tainly been noticed and rema:ked by attentive and 
thoughtful Pagans + and hence they have juſtly conclu- 
ded, that the e mu? be a future fate, wherein things 
will be divinely rectified z and the good will be quite 
happy, and the wicked ty miſcrable. 

Thus it appears, that from the diflates and remon- 
Brances of reaſon and conſcience within, and from the 
external events of Providence, even tbe Heathen them» 
ſelves were convinced. and ſatisfied, that they were ac» 
countable creatures; and that, after the concluſion of 


the preſent life. they ſhould be rewarded or puriſbed ac- 


cording to the things done in the body by them, whether 
they have been good, or whether they have been evil. 

But ſome may be ready to inquire, whether the more 
knowing Pagans believed an eternity of puni/iment for 
the wicked, as well as of gracious recompence for the 
goed ? Now I have alieady cited Homer, as — 
1 


* 
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that kings and tyrants will be forever tormented in Hell : 
And, it you conſult the ſixth book of the AEneid of the 
Pagan poet Virgil. you will find enough to ſatisfy you, 
that he held this opinion of eternal puniſbment tor 
mighty, daring and incurable offenders. 
How theſe Pagans came to have ſuch an opinion, 
whether by any divine impreſſion on their minds; or 
they received it by tradition from thoſe who were ac- 
uainted with divine revelation, we cannot pretend to 
ſay with any certainty : though it ſeems molt probable 
that it was partly i in the traditional way obtained by 
them. 

However, as they have written in ſuch 2 manner 
concerning futurity, it ſerves to ſhew, that they judged 
the ſentiments written by them to be right and rational: 
and, as they are ſo, they are not deſpicable. 


But now adays there are men, both younger and elder, 


who diſcover themlelves to be of wezk and vain minds, 
who will not attend to the diftates of nature and rea» 


fon ; and who will be wiſe above what is written and 


even againſt it, and even in defiance and contempt of it. 
And now my dear young neixibevurs, as | hope it 
will not be thus with you; and ] would uſe my honeſt 
ard kind endeavours that it may not be ſo z I would 
therefore with the tendereſt affection and a travailing 
agony of foul for your immortal happineſs, offer you 
the following admonitions and counſels, And as the 
famous apoſt le Paul, renowned for ſanctity and learning, 
concluded his epiſtles in the practical way; confort ma- 
ble to his excellent example, I would now finiſh my epiſ- 
tle to the dearly beloved youth of | Boſton in the like 
manner, and would thus ſhew a-parental concern for 


their improvement in right and good knowledge, and 
their walking | in the paths of rectuude, peace and hap» 
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| Firſt of all then. let me admoniſh and beſeech you 80 


10 prattiſe the foilies and vices which are to commonly 


ractiſed by the youthful and vain : and if you have 
| vie unhappily betraved into the perpetration ct theſe, 
ceaſe from them as ſoon as poſſible, with a ſincere diſs 
pofition and cordial purpoſe of heart never again 19 re- 
turn to them: and epply your minds and bearts ts the 
knowledge, choice and practice of all chat is good: for, 


if you are inclined and reſolved to do. the will of GOD, 


from the right knowledge of it; this will be a conſi- 
derable help towards ſecuring you againft falling into 
any dangerous errors. And, if you are ſtudious to 
know, and inclined and reſolute to do, the will of GOD, 
you will thus know, whether the dodtrines brought unte 
you be from GOD oy not: for, as our heavenly teacher 
from GOD has affured us of bis; we may ſafely des 
pend on the faithful fulfiiment of it. 


And then, he careful not unneceſſarily to keep the 


company of ihe profane and vicious, leſt you ſhould 
contract a liking of their bad manner of ſpeaking and 
acting. When Satan fell from his goodieſs, be abode 
not in the truth: and fo it is with his children, even 
wicked and vicious perſuns, who, chuſing and purſu-rg 
their evil ways, hence decline from trutb, and by degrecs 
learn utterly to abandon it: and, as they are ſtedfaſtly 


addicted to the doing of evil; they hence hate ihe light 


and reje it with abhorrence : nuw ſuch perſons as ibe/e 


Will teach and intice others to act in the like manner 


with themſelves; that is, to addict themſelves to vicious 
and wicked ways; & then to give up and renounce hoſe 
truths, which, if they believed them, would render them 
diſquieted and uneaſy : ſuch perſons as theſe are the peſts 
of human ſociety and pernicious members of the Com- 
monwealth : they are the corrupters of unprincipled and 
giddy youth, and the baſe promoters of a geacral dege- 
285 D, ; negra 
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neracy. This ſort of perſons are uſually very ignorant: 
and yet very concelted, talkative and felit-ſufficient : 
wor is vanity itſelf more vain then they are. However, 
the mouths of thele fooliſh ones will pour ont fooliſbne/: 
in any company, and without any regard to religion or 
Cheir own credit, or even common decency ; and they 
are the abaddons and apollyons of their own time and their 
own ſouls, and of otber perſons alſo. Wherefore our 


dear young people ought moſt carefully ts avoid any 


unneceſſary femiliarity with ſuch vile per ſons, as. (he fac - 
lors of Hell and the 4browers open of the wide gate ts 
endleſs darkneſs and mitery : 1 beſeech you, therefore, 
to for ſake thiſe fooliſh, cajoling. deceitful and harden- 
ed /inners, and live : for the companiuns of ſuch fools 
will be deſtroyed along with them. But, on the other 
hand; aſſociate your ſelves with wiſe and gracious per- 
ſons, who fear GOD and keep his commandments : for 
#brs is the way to learn of them to be rational and wiſe, 
to be virtuous and holy, to be comfortable and happy. 
And further; chuſe the way of truth and all the 
things that are pleaſing to GOD, and lay bold of bis 
Covenant, Set apart ſome time for retirement z and in 
ret devote yourſelves with 'all your powers and facul- 
ties, and all your members, talents and advantages, to 
GOD in CHRIST JESUS, to be improved in his ſer- 
vice, and to promote his intereſt and glory, and the 
good of his people in the world. And, from this 
time, if any finners intice you to error and folly, vice and 
impiety, conſent not to them : but ſay unto them, as the 
ingeniousDr. Watts bas ſweetly inſtructed you; bence, 
ye profane, I baie your ways: I walk with pious ſouls : 
Ihere's a wide difference in our race, and diſtant are 
eur goals. : 
Again: Be not afraid er aſhamed ts own the Cbriſtian 
Teligion before men; hut pablicly profeſs it, wh 3 
| | C0r 418 
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gordial rejolution to live up to it, and adern the doctrins 
of D our Saviour in ail things, And never retract 
your ſober profeſſion, nor recede from your ſerious te- 
* ſolution, to walk piouſly, victuouſly and uſeſully in. 
the world,as your great and good Lord andSaviour has 
taught, enjoined and exemplified betore you. | 

Moreover, and to add no further : as without 
CHRIST we can do nothing goed ; I theretore adviſe 
you to look up te CHRIST and GOD in bin, that you 
may be inclined and enabled to think, reſolve aad 
chuſe, and to act in all regards as he would have you; 
that you may not eternally periſh with the holders of 
au-nnabls berehies and the impenitent workers of iniquity ; 
but that, being made free from fin, and ſinners, you may 
be the willing, prudent, and faithful ſervants of GOD 
in CHRIST JESUS, and have your fruit to balineſs 
and righreouſneſs, truth and goodneſs, and your end ever- 
lafting life, as the free gift of GOD through FESUS 
CH IST our LORD. But I would finiſh with my 
moſt earneſt prayers to the GOD and Father of cur 
Lord JESUS CHRIST for you, my young fellow- 
citizens, that you may be brought to the know!edge of 
the GOD of your fatbers, and to the ſervice of bin 
with a perfect. at upright, heart, and a willing mind, that 
it may be well with you forever ; aad ſubſcribe mys 


ſelf, | 
I our affectionate Friend, and 
Servant, for CHRIS T's ſake, 


MarHETE ESS ARCHAIOS. 
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